
 

 

 

 

 

Project description 

"Novel Hop Extracts for Neuroregeneration" 
(NeHoReg) 

 

Background 

According to the German Alzheimer's Association, around 1.7 million people in Germany live 
with dementia. Due to increasing life expectancy and in the course of demographic change, 
their number has risen sharply in recent decades. Currently available products for 
neurodegenerative diseases on the market are mainly aimed at treating their symptoms.  

New therapeutic approaches now want to take advantage of a mechanism in the brain 
according to which existing stem cells develop into nerve cells order to replace lost tissue. 
The preliminary project the ExBiNah found a substance that can support this mechanism 
based on residues from the hop processing industry.  

Research on consumer behaviour has shown that phyto-pharmaceuticals generally have a 
positive image in Germany and that hop is also highly accepted as a medicinal plant. 
However, despite the high level of awareness, hops are rarely used as a medicinal product. 
Up to now, in particular a calming effect has been attributed to it. Nonetheless, a large 
majority of the study participants in the ExBiNah project expressed their interest in neuro-
regenerative hop products and could imagine possibly using it if necessary. In addition to 
enhancing the quality of life of affected people, such novel therapeutic approaches could also 
relieve the healthcare sector of the challenges associated with dementia (including nursing 
and care). 
 
Objectives and approach 

The long-term objective of the NeHoReg project is the establishment of an expanded sales 
market for the hop processing companies in Bavaria. In addition to the animal feed industry, 
the project aims to find a market outlet for the hop industry residues of interest in the much 
higher-priced phyto-pharmaceutical market segment. Potential consumers will be involved in 
the development of a corresponding product concept for the envisaged herbal medicinal hop 
extract product. A mixture of qualitative and quantitative research approaches will be used to 
determine the expectations, the demand, as well as product features relevant to the 
consumer and initial product ideas. A product concept that is linked to the findings and 
prepared with the involvement of experts can then permit the investigation of consumer 
interest. Further objectives of the project are the advancement of the process for enriching 
the natural substances of interest  and the standardization of the characteristic special 
extract. 
 
Leading project managers are Prof. Dr. Herbert Riepl (coordination), Prof. Dr. Klaus Menrad 
and Dr. Corinna Urmann and executive assistans are Theresa Able and Miriam Wolf.  

Funding for the project is provided by the Bavarian State Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Forestry and runs from 01.10.2019 to 30.09.2022. 

Project partner: Hallertauer Hopfenveredelungsgesellschaft mbH. 


